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Two IIT directors speak
up: Not under UGC

‘until you change law

NAVEED IQBAL Modi addressed a conference
NEW DELHL AUGUST22  of Chairmen of Boards of
Governors and Directors of
DAYS after the University IITs at Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Grants Commission asked the  Director ITT Bombay, Devang
Indian Institutes of Technol-  Khakhar, said the “govern-
ogy to “align their coursesand  ment cannot bring the IITS un-
degrees with the ones recog-  der the UGC unless they
nised by the UGC”, theinsti- change the law”. ‘
tutes have reiterated their au- At present, 16 ITTS across
tonomous nature, stressing the country function as “apex
that the UGCand Iy aretwo  institutions for engineering
_different systems. education and research” un-
On Friday, hours after derthe Human Resource De-
President Pranab Mukherjee  velopment Ministry.
and Prime Minister Narendra CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Two lIT directors speak up

The institutes are gov-
erned by the Institutes of
Technology Act, 1961, which
declares them as “Institutions
of national importance”, and
lays down their powers, du-
ties and framework for gov-
ernance.

Director IIT Delhi, R K
Shevgaonkar, said the two
bodies are governed by sepa-
rate acts of Parliament, and
that the II'Ts “have never re-
ceived any communication

from the UGC before this”.

- According to him, the notifi-

cation concerning aligning of
courses has not been received

to all institutes individually.

“All matters concerning IT'TS

are taken up by the IIT Coun-
cil which has the HRD Minis-

byalllITsand hasbeensentto  ter as its Chairperson. All di-

selectinstitutes. rections come from there,”
The UGCnotificationdid  Shevgaonkar said.

not come up for discussion The IT'T5 offer four-year

during the Directors meeting
with the President on Friday,
but Shevgaonkar emphasised
that if at all the UGC has an
issue, it must take it up with
the II'T Council and not write

bachelors degrees in different
branches of engineering and
the UGC’s communiqué came
days afterits recent reversal of
Delhi University’s Four Year
Undergraduate Programme.
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Video of the Conference of Chairmen, BoGs and Directors of
(IITs) - 22-08-14

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOamyzhUoME&feature=em-subs digest
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INDUSTRY COLLABORATION

President asks II'Ts to work on -
Modi’s ‘Make In India’ vision

By PRASHANT K. NANDA

.........................

NEW DELHI

11 the Indian Institutes of

Technology (IITs) need to
work on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
“Make in India” and “Made in
India”, President Pranab
Mukherjee told the 16 IITs on
Friday and asked them to col-
laborate with industries to
channelize corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSR) funds into
research.

“The council of IITs should
focus on how IITs can become
a source for meetihg technolo-
gy needs of government and
become a harbinger of the vi-
sion—‘Make in India’ and
‘Made in India’,” the President
said in his address to the IIT
directors and chairmen.

Prime Minister Modi, in his
Independence Day speech,
had emphasized the need for
India to become a manufactur-
ing hub to create jobs and in-
vited foreign investors to the
country. “I want to tell the peo-
ple of the whole world: come,
make in India. Come and man-
ufacture in India. Go and sell
in any country of the world,
but manufacture here. We
have skill, talent, discipline
and the desire to do some-
thing. We want to give the
world an opportunity that
ome make in India,” he said
'?)%ﬁmﬁgus't.

Modi, who also attended the
meeting with IIT chiefs at
Rashtrapati Bhawan in New
Delhi, mentioned several areas
where India is dependent on
imports, ranging from defence
equipment to items such as

R Seeking change: Prime Minister

Narendra Modi.
currency ink and tear gas.

“I refuse to believe that In-
dia does not have the talent to
make these things,” said Modi.

The Prime Minister also
asked the 16 top engineering
and technology schools to pro-
vide innovative and economi-
cal solutions to achieve the

“housing for all” goal of the

central government and con-
tribute towards user-friendly
innovations in Indian Rail-
ways.

Mukherjee said IITs need to
collaborate more with industry
houses to channelize CSR
funds to research. “Engage-
ment with corporates to chan-
nelize CSR funds into research
and education in IITs can lead
to a win-win situation,”
Mukherjee said, according to a
Twitter message posted by the
presidential palace.

Though there was no official

communication from the hu-
man resource development
ministry, authorities said that
the President took up the issue
of world ranking and how to
better the governance struc-
ture of these top institutions.
None of the IITs are in the top
100 global universities list.
“There is a strong feeling
that IITs are good enough to be
in the top universities list but
they have not fdund top rank-
ings.... Both the President and
the ministry believes that ef-

forts must be done to improve

this image,” said the govern-
ment official, requgsting ano-
nymity.

“There is need for soul

searching on whatis holding

back good governance in insti-
tutes of higher learning. If our
institutes ‘of higher learning
are to compete with the best in

. the world, governance of these

institutes must be comparable
to the best in the world, He
(Mukherjee) called upon the
council of IITs to draw up a
road map for governance in
line with the best global prac-
tices and implement it without
any delay,” a press statement
from Rashtrapati Bhawan said.

Mukherjee said constraints
such as a shortage of faculty

'should be urgently addressed.

The vacancy position in IITs
vgries from 10% to 52%, and
the overall vacancy in 16 IITs is
over 37%.

. “There is need to attach im-
portance to the ranking proc-
ess. This process provides a re-
ality check and an opportunity
to introspect and position the
institute on a global map,” the
Rashtrapati Bhawan statement
said.
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ience is universal, tech
must be local, says Modi

FUTURE Presndent PM want lITs to.develop local solutlons for defence, rallways

HT Correspondent

= [etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: President Pranab
Mukherjee and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
called upon Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs) to provide
local technical solutions in
order to reduce dependence on
the West.

The PM especially asked
the IITs to contribute towards
rapid construction of cheap, eco-
friendly but structurally sound
houses to fulfil the government’s
“Housing for All” scheme. He also
wanted II'Ts to make user-friendly
innovations for the railways.

Inaugurating a conference
of chairmen of boards of gov-
ernors and directors of IITs
at Rashtrapati Bhawan, Modi
remarked, “Science is universal,
technology must be local.”

Modi also pointed out India’s
dependence on imports in
defence equipment, health sec-
tor, sensitive and security-relat-

ed items like currency ink and
tear gas. He egged on the IITs to
make the country self-reliant in
these sectors.

“Irefuse to believe that India
does not have the talent to make
these things,” Modi said.

President Mukherjee added
that even as India was sending
satellites of many countries in
space, it was still importing tech-
nology in many key areas rang-
ing from security features and
papers for the Indian currency
to defence equipment.

“The II'T council should focus
on how IITs can meet technol-
ogy needs of the governmentand
become a harbinger of the vision
- ‘Make in India’ and ‘Made in
India’,” Mukherjee said.

The Prime Minister also
pitched-in the idea of IITs adopt-
ing local engineering colleges
and mentoring them.

He also said that the IITs
should provide innovative solu-
tions to common people’s day-to-
day problems as well.
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AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 22 -

President Pranab
Mukherjee on Friday
called on the II'Ts to utilise
their expertise to explore
how quality of education
can be improved and good
governance brought in to
help the institutes of high-
er learning compete with
the best in the world.
Speaking at the same
event, Prime Minister
‘Narendra Modi asked IITs
‘to come together to find
innovative solutions to the
problems of the common
man. {

The comments came at a
day-long conference of

Asian Age ND 23/08/2014 P-3

Prez asks IITs to improve education quallty |

chairmen, board of gover-
nors and directors of
Indian Institute of
Technology  (IIT) at
Rashtrapati Bhavan.
Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the conference,
President Pranab
Mukherjee described IITs
as “knowledge leaders” of
the nation. “There is need
for soul searching on what
is holding back good gov-
ernance in institutes of
higher learning. If our
institutes of higher learn-
ing are to compete with
the best in the world, gov-
ernance of these insti-
tutes must be comparable
to the best in the world,”
he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Pranab .

Mukherjee at a conference for IITs at Rashtrapati
Bhavan in New Delhi on Friday.

The President also
shared the PM’s concerns
over the country’s depend-
ence on other countries
for import of technology
despite having techmcal

“The council of II'I"s
should focus on how IIT’s
can become a source for
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i meeting technolo%y needs

of  governmen

mome a harbinger of the

ion — Make in India and
Made in India,” Mr

Mr Modi caggg ?on the
to bring about a “pos-
iﬁve change” in the quali-

‘Mukherjee said.

»gof life of the people in

e country while asking
the institutes to come
together to find innovative

solutions to the roblems

$ of the common enan (3
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ca es to put satel- enge o /
'litgg of other countrles products for which India
into space. is critically dependent on

imports. “Science is uni-
versal. Technology must
be locai " the PM said.
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Develop defence, health products: Modi to liTs

1 President asks the |nst|tutes to explore how quallty of educat|on can be improved

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 22

RIME MINISTER
P Narendra Modi on

Friday urged Indian
Institutes of Technology to
take up the challenge of de-
veloping defence and health
equipment and user-friendly
innovations in railways so
that India ceases to be de-
pendent on imports. He was
addressing a conference of
chairmen of Boards of Gover-
nors and directors of ITTs or-
ganised by President Pranab
Mukherjee at Rashtrapati
Bhavan.

Modiin his speech sought
technological support from
IITS in realising the vision of
“housing for all”. Citing exam-

President Pranab Mukherjee, Prime Minister Narendra Modl and HRD Minister
Smriti Irani in New Delhi on Friday. (4]

that India does not have the
talent to make these things.”
II'Ts he said need to teach their

plesofarange of defenceand items like currency ink and
healthsectorequipmentsand  tear gas which are imported,
sensitive and security-related  he said, “I refuse to believe

students the “science of think-
ing and the art of living.”

The President also em-
phasised the need for research
atthese premiere institutes to
be attuned to the technological
needs of the nation. Describ-
ing IITS as the “knowledge
leaders” of the nation, he
asked them to explore how
quality of education can be im-
proved and good governance
brought in to help the insti-
tutes of higher learning com-
petewith the bestin the world.
He called upon the Council of
1T to draw up aroadmap for
governance in line with the
best  global  practices
and implement it without any
delay.

He added that the struc-
ture of a good education sys-

tem rests on four pillars —
values, teachers, students and
infrastructure. There is no
dearth of talent in our faculty
orstudents. Constraints such
as huge shortage of faculty
should be urgently addressed.
Vacancy in ITTS varies from 10
per centto 52 percentand the
“overallvacancy in the 16 1ITs
is over 37 per cent. He said
the process of ranking insti-
tutes provides a reality check
and is an opportunity to in-
trospect the position on a
global map.

The Prime Minister con-
ceded that global rankings are
important but we should also
have our own parameters of
rankings to serve as an “inbuilt
mechanism for change and
improvement.”
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|1'T-B starts registrations for robotics competition

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-iit-b-starts-registrations-for-robotics-competition-2012932

The Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay started registrations for its annual robotics competition, e-Yantra.
The competition is sponsored by the Ministry of Human Resource Development.

"The idea behind this competition is to help students get a hands-on experience without having to pay a
registration fee or money to buy a robot-kit," said Professor Kavi Arya, principal investigator of the e-Yantra
project. "Last year we offered the winning and 1st runners-up teams an eight week internship at 11T and a five
day workshop on "Innovation and Entrepreneurship” which was a great success. The students seriously started
considering setting up their own entrepreneurial ventures rather than a good placement offer."”

The theme this year is 'Urban Services' which will challenge students to develop indigenous solutions using
robotics and engineering to address waste management, fire emergencies, etc.

Registrations began from 1st August and already over 800 teams (3200 students) from colleges across the
country have already signed on. The last date to register for the event is 31st August.
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